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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


J 


o.  e.  s.  hoc.  3. 


U.   S.   DEPARTMENT   OF  AGRICULTURE, 

OFFICE  OF  EXPERIMENT  STATIONS. 

CIRCULAR  NO.  3. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  6,  1889. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Following  is  an  extract  from  the  Proceedings  of  the 
late  Convention  of  the  American  Association  of  Agricultural 
Colleges  and  Experiment  Stations  at  Knoxville. 

In  conformity  with  the  wish  of  the  Convention  as  thus 
indicated  and  that  of  the  Committee  as  expressed  by  its  Chair- 
man in  correspondence  since,  permit  me  to  request  that  you 
send  to  this  Office,  in  the  enclosed  envelope,  a  list  of  such 
originators  of  new  and  improved  fruits,  vegetables,  etc.,  as 
you  may  know  of,  giving  the  address  and  specialty  of  each. 
From  these  list  the  Committee  propose  to  prepare  a  classi- 
fied lists  of  such  originators  for  the  private  use  of  the  Stations. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  requests  me  to  say  that 
any  suggestions  or  advice  concerning  further  work  of  the 
Committee  which  your  Station  may  offer  will  be  gladly  receiv- 
ed, and  that  they  purpose  to  issue  shortly,  through  this  Office, 
the  further  matter  provided  for  in  the  action  at  Knoxville. 

Copies  of  this  circular  are  sent  to  Horticulturists  as  well 
as  to  Directors  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  that  the  former  will  very  naturally 
attend  to  this  matter.  Will  you  kindly  indicate  to  whom 
further  correspondence  regarding  it  should  be  addressed? 

It  is  hoped  that  this  may  receive  prompt  attention,  in 
order  that  the  information  sought  may  be  of  use  the  coming 
spring.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  says  : —  "1  hope  to 
get  replies  so  as  to  have  the  lists  compiled  and  issued  by 
March  1st." 

Trusting  that  you  will  advise  us  whenever  we  can  be  of 
service,  I  am 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  0.  Atwater, 

Director. 


Extract  from  Proceedings  of  Knoxville  Convention  of  the 
American  Association  of  Agricultural  Colleges  and 
Experiment  Stations. 

 o  

Mr.  Alwood  : —  In  an  unofficial  way,  the  gentlemen  especially 
interested  in  horticulture  got  together  and  agreed  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing propositions  to  the  committee  on  co-operation  and  ask  that  they  be 
incorporated  in  their  report.  The  committee  did  not  deem  it  advisable 
to  make  this  paper  a  part  of  their  report  but  decided  that  it  should  be 
submitted  as  an  appendix  to  it.  By  the  courtesy  of  that  committee  I 
will  read  the  propositions  which  the  horticulturists  have  agreed  upon  : 

"Believing  that  it  is  both  desirable  and  necessary  to  secure  co-opera- 
tion among  the  several  stations  on  certain  work  in  horticulture  we  submit 
the  following  propositions  for  your  consideration  : — 

1st.  The  introduction  of  new  varieties  as  at  present  conducted  by 
dealers  affords  the  public  no  opportunity  to  learn  of  their  merits  except 
by  expensive  individual  trials. 

2nd.  As  a  rule,  originators  desire  to  have  their  new  varieties  tested 
under  varying  conditions  of  soil  and  climate,  if  such  tests  could  be  so 
conducted  as  to  guard  their  interests. 

3rd.  The  general  public  desire  and  in  fact  demand  that  early  and 
reliable  information  be  given  concerning  new  varieties.  It  is  clearly 
evident  that  this  information  cannot  be  given  unless  the  stations  can 
reach  the  originators  and  secure  new  varieties  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
before  they  are  offered  for  sale. 

4th.  The  experience  of  stations  working  in  this  line  is  that,  acting 
independently,  they  fail  to  fully  accomplish  the  purposes  sought,  for  the 
following  reasons  : 

(a)  It  is  difficult  to  learn  the  names  of  originators  and  of  their  products 

before  they  are  put  upon  the  market. 

(b)  Originators  do  not  know  that  the  stations  are  willing  and  desire 

to  make  the  tests. 

5th.  Satisfactory  comparisons  cannot  be  made  between  the  work 
of  the  several  stations  without  securing  a  certain  degree  of  uniformity  in 
methods  of  testing  and  reporting. 

In  general  we  believe  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  plan  as  here  in- 
dicated would,  to  a  certain  extent,  check  the  indiscriminate  introduction 
of  untried  sorts,  and  the  public  would  soon  learn  to  demand  that  all 
new  varieties  show  the  record  of  official  test. 

In  the  furtherance  of  the  plan  here  outlined  we  request — should 
the  convention  see  fit  to  adopt  this  paper-that  the  president  be  authoriz- 
ed to  appoint  a  committee  to  formulate  and  put  in  operation  a  plan  of 
work. 


To  secure  the  ends  sought  it  would  be  necssary  for  the  stations 
desiring  to  carry  on  this  work  to  submit  at  once  to  this  committee  lists  of 
names  and  addresses  of  such  originators  as  they  may  know,  and  in 
future  to  send  the  names  of  originators  of  whom  they  may  learn  to  the 
Office  of  Experiment  Stations  at  Washington,  through  which  these 
names  can  be  forwarded  to  the  several  stations.  It  would  also  be 
necessary  to  authorize  this  committee  to  print,  with  the  advice  of  and 
through  the  Office  of  Experiment  Stations,  such  lists  and  circulars  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  general  information  of  the  stations  desiring  to 
co-operate." 

[After  brief  explanation  by  several  members  of  the  convention  the 
paper  was  unanimously  adopted.] 

Later,  the  chair  appointed  the  following  committee  : 
William  B.  Alwood,  of  Virginia. 
W.  J.  Green,  of  Ohio. 
M.  H.  Beckwith,  of  Delaware. 


